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11 f those countries that are planning a 
missile attack on us have been 
Hi following the press in the last 11 
days, they may be drastically revising 
their defense budgets. 

We don’t know who these countries 
are — North Korea, Iraq and Iran are 
suspects — but we’re sure they are even 
now pohshing up a big one with 
Washington’s name on it, and we must 
revive “Star Wars” to thwart them. 

Mind you. Congress and President 
Clinton are haggling over Meals on 
Wheels and school lunches, but the 
billions needed to build a missile defense 
system don’t count. 

If evil countries are tracking events 
here, they are rediscovering a truth that 
nobody here or there can grasp. You 
don’t need missiles to bring Washington 
to its knees. Snow does it better for less. 

If the agents of these scoundrels 
studied accounts from the stricken 
capital closely, they would see that 
nothing moved 'in the center of the 
Western world for 10 days: Government, 
schools, bingo, the Kemp tax 
commission, the Falls Church Madrigal 
Society all ground to a halt. The city was 
under siege. 

Marion Barry, the mayor of 
Washington, finds it unreasonable of 
people to expect streets to be plowed 
and sidewalks shoveled. Don’t they 
understand that time will take care of it 
all? He has an exceptionally high 
tolerance for snow or at least hates to 
take hostile action against it and wishes 
people wouldn’t obsess about it. But as 
we entered into the second week, and 
the clamor increased, he sought federal 
help and promised that all roads would be 
passable. Well, FEMA never made it to 
Macomb Street, and the only evidence of 
any government interest we saw was the 
parking ticket affixed to one of two stuck 
trucks sprawled across our road. It was a 
reminder of what we always knew: The 
parking enforcement division is the one 
agency that never sleeps. 

Where was the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency? Well, maybe it 
was taking its sweet time about obliging 
a mayor as unamiable as Barry. On the 
Hth day after the first storm, he, whose 
home was promptly plowed, had not 
troubled to send a crew over to shovel 
snow off the sidewalk in front of the 
White House. Washington suffers 


democratically. 

It must have dawned on our enemies 
that they can spare themselves a great 
deal of grief and expense in bringing 
about our ruination. They possibly have 
noticed that we bro 1 1 rf ht ourselves to 
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